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We Invite Your Feedback

This Executive Summary of the Rhode Island Health Information Exchange 
Strategic is published for public comment. The approved Strategic Plan is needed 
ŦƻǊ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƻŦ wƘƻŘŜ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ IL9 ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎǳōƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ONC by June 28, 2010.

Å Email your comments to info@riqi.orgǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ ά{ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ tƭŀƴ 
CŜŜŘōŀŎƪέ 

Å Or send them by mail to:

Rhode Island Quality Institute

Suite 225, Mail Stop 3

275 Promenade St.

Providence, RI 02908

Å Comments must be received byJune 10, 2010 at 5 p.m. EDT. Any comments 

received after the deadline cannot be considered.
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Background and Approach

Background

Å As part of the recent ARRA HIE grant award, the Office of the National Coordinator for 
HIT must approve an updated strategic plan for the statewide HIE in order for the Rhode 
Island Quality Institute to access the grant funding.

Å This is timely, as RI is due to update the existing plans that have been in place for several 
years.

Å Feedback and buy-in from constituents is an essential component of the RIQI 
governance model.

Document Overview and Objectives

Å This Executive Summary document summarizes the content of the proposed statewide 
HIE Strategic Plan.

Å It provides the opportunity for the public to provide feedback to help finalize the Rhode 
Island HIE Strategic Plan. 

Å The Summary includes the key components of the HIE Strategic Plan with specific 
attention to the four domains - Governance, Finance, Legal/Policy, and Technical 
Architecture.
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Process Used to Update Strategic Plan:Key Events
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HIE Timeline
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2003 2004 2005 2006

Oct:RIQI introduces the Rhode Island Health 
Improvement Initiative (RIHII), a vision to use health 
information exchange and EMRs to improve the quality, 
safety and value of health care in Rhode Island.  
Nov: Exploration of the business and clinical case for 
health information exchange (HIE) begins
Dec: RIQI plans to proceed with implementation of RIHII 
initiative and develops a grant application to submit to 
the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality.  

Mar: RI/AHRQ HIT Steering Committee convened
Jul:  DOH awards RIQI single source contract to 
provide governance for AHRQ/HIE and to QPRI for 
provider engagement 
Oct:  HIE architecture design agreed upon by 
stakeholders
Dec: RFP for technical vendor released

Mar:  RIQI convenes Consumer Advisory Committee
Apr:  Start discussions with providers and consumers 
regarding the HIE consent model.  Initially propose 
allowing data to flow to HIE, assuming opt-in consent 
at viewing level
MayΥ  5hI ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ II{ ŀǿŀǊŘ άIŜŀƭǘƘ LƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
tǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ όIL{t/ύέ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ
Aug:  Analysis of laws related to sensitive data 
conducted through HISPC
Oct:  EDS receives tentative notice of award as 
technical vendor; First draft of RIQI/HIE business plan 
developed

Mar: wLILL ŜŀǊƭȅ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άǿƛǊƛƴƎέ ŀƴ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ 
within RI with EMRs and health information exchange as a pilot.   
However, after community input, it was decided that the 
infrastructure was needed statewide and we should work to 
implement health IT statewide.
May: Responding to a request by the RIQI Board, preparations 
ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ 5hI ǘƻ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !Iwv ά{ǘŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ wŜƎƛƻƴŀƭ 
5ŜƳƻƴǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ IŜŀƭǘƘ L¢έ wŜǉǳŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ tǊƻǇƻǎŀƭ όwCtύ 
Jun: 5hI ǎǳōƳƛǘǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ !IwvΩǎ wCt ŦƻǊ IL9 ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ
Oct: DOH receives $5M AHRQ contract to build HIE 
demonstration system (minimum requirement to share lab 
results and medication history)


